
Best Practice – Emergency Employee Extraction

• Company:  NorthStar
• Site: McIntosh
• Scope:  Plant Demolition (Coal Handling for Unit 1) 
• Summary:  NorthStar is performing demolition activities at 

Plant McIntosh.  In order to access the coal handling “shaker 
house” employees must utilize a descending coal conveyor 
chute.  In the event of an emergency, employee extraction 
could prove challenging.  NorthStar provides training and 
utilizes a RF-550 Rescue retrieval system as well as the 
modified stokes basket for employee extraction in this case.  
Additionally, NorthStar performed a live drill to test the 
equipment and employee reaction/training.
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• RF-550 Rescue  
Retrieval System & 
Stokes Basket

• Powered by hand-
held battery 
powered drill

• Training and testing 
was followed by 
unannounced Live 
Drill focusing on 
communication, 
response time

• 200’ distance, 5 
minute rescue time 
from bottom to top
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3M™ DBI-SALA® Rollgliss™ R550 Rescue and 
Descent Device 3327100 | 3M United States
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Bottom Line:
• Contractor evaluated working environment and task and identified an 

employee extraction hazard
• Identified equipment to provide solution
• Performed Training on equipment and developed program
• Performed unannounced Live Testing and evaluated results for improvement 

opportunities
• Submitted as a Best Practice on SST Website
• Compliments to Robert Najera (NorthStar) and Dwayne Damron (Southern 

Company)
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